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Kitchen confidential

So you’re after a kitchen that delivers on both looks and

functionality? Our experts explain what you’ll need.

WORDS Georgia Madden

tiles, appllances and other materlals andto
consult with trades to enSure that what you've
got your eye on s suitable for your project.
“Contact su ‘P,pbers and manufacturers to
coflr times, which can often be several
. 'eks}— custom ;ab{jetry, for example, can take

up to six weeks,” says Luke Carter, registered

ensure items are delivered on time.”
speople ar&ﬁén booked up in
busy perloﬁ's such as before
Christmas, s plan early;

A good layout can rrge all the dlfference to

the functi
“The layo

ality and flow of your kltchen
- ould prowcle easy irculation
ches, the

MATERIALS

- The materials you choose will depend on your
budget and the look you're after. “If your
kitchen is open-plan, pick materials that are
complementary,” says Mikayla. “They do not
—in fact, should not —
adjoining rooms, but you do want a sense of

match the materials in

cohesion.” MDF and laminate are appealing

budget joinery options, or think solid or timber

veneer for a luxe look. “You can make a

laminate kitchen look expensive by teaming

it with beautifully crafted metal or leather

handles and stone benchtops,” says Mikayla.
As for benchtop materials, reconstituted

stone, porcelain and honed natural stoneare
~ the go. “Reconstituted stone is often affordable,

neu't'lﬁf"a’ﬁa easy to maintain, " she says.

“Porcelain is |n@red|"bly durable aﬁd beautlful :

textures are available Natural stone carTBe ‘

.2 showstopper= but it needs to be seaTe
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KITCHEN

DOS AND DON’TS

Mikayla Rose, principal designer and

director of design studio Heartly, says:

DO...

» Opt for drawers under the bench
rather than cupboards. They allow
you to maximise storage and they're
easier to access.

» Set back overhead cupboards, for
a more streamlined look.

» Plan for the depth of the fridge
(to make sure it fits!).

DON'T...

» Choose too many materials. A simple,
pared-back kitchen palette will stand
the test of time.

» Specify a pull-out rangehood, as the
metallic strip is often unsightly.

» Pick fragile surfaces to go below the
bench in a busy family home where
there is ‘rough and tumble’.

BUDGET BUSTERS
Keen to keep your budget in check?
According to Frances Cosway, design
director at White Pebble Interiors,
the main things that can significantly
add to the cost of a kitchen are:
» Moving plumbing or gas points.
» Choosing high-end appliances,
in particular integrated styles.
» Specifying timber veneer or solid
timber cabinetry.
» Natural stone benchtops.
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